HAMADA

AR #MEORY K

Where Kagura 1s Life

IWAMI KAGURA

e Prefecture (8#R&)



Embe dded within the roots of Hamada, the world
of Japanese mythology is continuously passed
down from generation to generation.
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Dating back to ancient times, the people of Hamada have used Iwami Kagura, a traditional performance art, to express
gratitude to the deities of the seas, mountains, and rivers for abundant harvests and plentiful fish. To this day, it is still
performed throughout Hamada to mark special occasions, such as the Autumn Festival. On the nights of such festivals,
deities and citizens alike are entertained by lively dance performances based on Japanese mythology in lamplit shrines.
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Townspeople convey their gratitudé' for an abundant harvest of rice
and a good catch in the fishing industry at Shinto shrines located in
every town in Hamada. Iwami Kagura provides an energetic
performance to soothe the silence following the Shinto ritual.
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All Iwami Kagura performances feature props and costumes
created with Sekishu Washi paper.
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Sekishu Washi(banshi) &g (%)

Sekishu Washi, a type of traditional Japanese paper manufactured in Hamada,
is recognized across the globe as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage. Raw
plant materials grown in Hamada are utilized in the papermaking process,
and each sheet is carefully handmade by expert craftsmen.
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All the props utilized in Iwami Kagura performances are handmade by artisans.
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Costumes x #
Sekishu Washi paper is utilized as a base for
embroidered aspects such as dragons on the
costumes, and each extravagant piece is
hand-tailored by artisans.

Serpent’s body % m
The flexible bodies of the serpents featured in the

famous Orochi performance are created by
wrapping Sekishu Washi paper over bamboo ribs.

Iwami Kagura Masks &R#%m
Lightweight, yet strong, the expressive and

colorful masks are made by layering Sekishu
Washi paper over clay molds.
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Access
with the Japan Rail Pass!
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The Japan Rail Pass works on the Highway Bus
between Hiroshima Station and Hamada
Station.

*can only be used on JR operated buses, not
Hiroden and lwami Kotsu
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Hiroshima | ghinkansen (8ullet Train) ~~ o= Shin-Osaka

Thr 30 min (185/53043)

#For more information about the highway bus: (S CI e EITMEIET




The natural; beautiful scenery
of the Sea of Japan
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Hamada Castle Ruins
Stohe walls 4
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T¥stle Ruins:
A place that holds 400 years of hlstory
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Warm your hearts through
connecting with locals in hot springs
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There are a large number of high quality hot springs (otherwise known as onsen)
located in the Hamada area. Many locals, as well as tourists, come to enjoy the
health benefits and atmosphere of the hot spring experience.
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Hamada City, Shimane Prefecture S#R&:EH™

Fishing lights
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With-natural monuments such as’lwami Fatamigaura, Hamada’s sea
provides a vast array of beautiful vistas to enjoy. One of the most
exquisite amongst them is the view of the sun setting into the sea.
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During the Edo Period, Hamada Castle was build to serve as the
‘center of the Iwami Region. Today, all that’s left are the ancient
remains of the stone walls that once supported the castle, and the
beautiful, scenic view from above.
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Sekishu Washi Center
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Hamada Children’s Museum of Art
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Fresh seafood dishes
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Izumo Taishaye

Hamada is a city representative of the western region of Shimane Prefecture. With the Chugoku Mountains Hamada Setsu. P .,.,?m,

as a backdrop, Hamada faces the Sea of Japan and is a location full of rich nature. Hamada Port is especially ar:1/a - m"nggf;;;eng,‘ve,,wne

famous for all the fresh fish that can be caught in the sea, such as “Nodoguro” (black throat sea perch), “Aji” {aSida w\jh"m"e Kref 5 &

(Japanese horse mackerel), and “Karei” (Right-eye flounder). L oTsuwapad - 3
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For more  Hamada City Tourism Association Vlwami Kagura

information TEL: 0855-24-1085
Asaicho, 777-35 JR Hamada Station, 2nd floor
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Hamada City Tourism and
Cultural Exchange Division
TEL: 0855-25-9530 Tonomachi,1 Hamada-shi
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